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7. KABIR
THERE is some doubt as to the date of Kabir's birth.
According to Mr. R. Tagore, he was born about
A.D. 1440. According to Mr. Macauliffe, Kabir
was born in A.D. 1398. One story runs that Kabir
was the son of a Brahman widow, who exposed him
on the Lahar Lake. Acording to the Marathi poet
Mahipati, Kabir was the reincarnation of the rishi
Shuk and was not born of woman at alL A Musul-
man weaver was washing some thread in the Ganges,
when he heard the cry of 'Ram ! Ram !' He looked
up and saw a shell floating by. He picked up the
shell, opened it and found inside a beautiful baby
boy. The weaver, whose name has been variously
given as Tamalmomin, Ali and Niru, took the child
home and gave it to his wife Nirna. Although not
a mother, she was able miraculously to nurse it her-
self. As the weaver was a Musulman, he brought
up the child as a Musulman and gave it the name
of Kabir or the great one.
Benares is the centre of Hindu influences and the
little boy was deeply affected by them. He often
spent his time meditating on the hero-god Rama-
chandra, to the detriment of the weaving which he
had been given to do. It is said that the god
Krishna would at times work also at the loom and
so save Kabir from the punishment which his
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